Center for Hellenic Studies

Religion and Indigeneity
in Hellenistic Anatolia

Tuesday, May 27,2025 |4 p.m. -6 p.m.
Dolores Huerta Vera Cruz Room, Student Center

Sanctuaries dedicated to maternal goddesses and storm gods stand out both in number
and significance in Hellenistic Anatolia, raising the possibility that worship of these deities
represented an important feature of identity among the indigenous populations there. By
adopting a theoretical framework from Critical Indigenous Studies, we can better
appreciate, first, how these sanctuaries served as sites for the ritual articulation of a
communal relationship with the land, second, to what extent this relationship supported
the development of a regional identity, and finally, to what extent ritual change over time
was a symptom of colonial dynamics with Greek-speaking empires.

Guest Speaker: Jeremy LaBuff, Associate Professor,
Northern Arizona University

Bio: He teaches courses in ancient Greek, Roman,
Mediterranean, and world history, with special
topics on ethnicity and race, sexuality, and
democracy. He holds a B.A. in Ancient
Mediterranean Civilizations from Rice University
(2003), and a Ph.D. in Ancient History from the
University of Pennsylvania (2010), and has
conducted research in Greece, Turkey, and
Germany.
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