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For more information or to see a syllabus, email Prof. Glaser: 
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Love and sex were forbidden topics for devout Jews at the turn of the 20th century. 
And yet Yiddish (the Germanic language spoken by Jews in Europe before World War 
II) became fertile ground for stories of love and sexuality. In a culture that had long 
championed religion over romance, a generation of young writers were intoxicated by 
the possibility of writing about physical sex, forbidden love, and alternative lifestyles. 
In this course, we will read Yiddish stories, poems, and novels about love and eroticism 
from the first half of the 20th century – a time of mass migration, changing lifestyles, 
and love affairs with political and artistic revolution. We will also view film 
adaptations and discuss the way contemporary culture has transformed these 
narratives. The class will familiarize students with Yiddish culture, the transnational 
tradition of stories about love and intimacy, and the formal changes of the Modernist 
period, from Ukraine to Southern California.

All readings will be in English, but a regular  office-hour section will be available to 
students interested in learning and speaking some Yiddish. 


